
DMS Student Government Meeting  
May 1, 2006 

 
Attendance: 
Brett Chevalier, President     Kristen Yurkerwich 
Abigail Rao       Maureen Joyce 
Rulon Hardman      Sarah Schuster    
Jamie Bessich, Vice President    Andy Cronin 
Narath Carlile       Allie Binkowski 
Lisa Ernst       Dana Carne 
Laura Reis        
Kathy McGovern 
 
-meeting started at 5:35pm 
 
Agenda: 
-Approve April minutes   http://dms.dartmouth.edu/students/student_gov/ 
-Thank yous 
-Congrats / welcome to newly elected reps 
-Thanks to Herb Foster (5 min Raj/Brett) 
-Funding petitions  (20 min total) 
       -Chadasaurucs (John Strutt) 
       -Physicians for Human Rights (Katie Ratzan) 
       -Year 4 picnic funding (Doug Latham) 
       -Piano tuning (Omri) 
       -other (Jamie for Pedro) 
       -msfc dinner (Katie Noyes) 
       -travel (Scott Grant) 
-Zimmerman Gym Conversion (Doug /Brett) 
-Hanover Lounge Couch (Garrett) 
-Election overview for Pres/VP/Honor Chair (Brett) 
 
Welcome and Apr il Minutes 
-Brett welcomes newly elected members who are here to observe the meeting; they will 
not be voting members until next meeting 
-approval of April minutes, 2 changes: 

-under furniture update from Garret: change from $3000 to $4000 from Dean’s 
enrichment fund 
-Kathy will start proxy card research for access to faculty gym in DHMC in July 

-vote to approve minutes with changes (Jamie) is motioned and seconded (Rulon); 
approved unaminously 
-thanks for Kathy for her efforts this year!   
-thanks to 4th years who are leaving 
-congratulations to members elected for next year 
 
Thanks to Herb Foster  



-Herb Foster is staff member at DHMC who keeps call rooms clean (linen changes, 
mopping, tidying up); last year SG bought comforters for call rooms; there was a recently 
discussed question of how to clean comforters that had spills on them and Herb took his 
own time and effort to wash them himself; Brett and some 3rd and 4th years got a card and 
gift certificate as thanks, so be sure to thank Herb for keeping our call rooms so nice and 
comfortable. 
 
Funding petitions 
i) 1st year Jon Strutt (along with Sarah Farley) for Chadasaurus  
-Chadasaurus is a new, big, blue dinosaur to serve as mascot and entertainer for ChAD 
and local related events; Jon requests money for traveling, new props for mascot, 
different costumes for entertainment (these have been made and donated by a local 
costume maker) 
-Jon estimates he’d like $100 for this year extending into next year 
-costume will likely be stored at family center in hospital 
-Brett recommends also promoting this through Dartmouth Medicine magazine 
-Jon says will get $100 from Community Service also 
-Rulon puts motion on table to approve $100 
-Jamie seconds, and approved unanimously 
 
ii) 1st year Katie Ratzan on interest group PhysicianÕs for Human Rights 
-this group existed previously under direction from a 3rd and a 4th year student, but group 
dwindled, and Katie would like to revive it by showing educational films and inviting 
speakers (either physicians, lawyers, those who’ve experiences human rights violations) 
on human rights 
-requests money to support speakers and provide pizza 
-also eventually wants to sponsor activism by conference and rally attendance if the 
group takes off 
-is asking for $50 for this year, to have an introductory meeting and assess interest, and 
have one film with discussion 
-Peter Solberg is faculty sponsor 
-Rulon moves to give $50 and Jamie seconds 
-approved unanimously 
 
iii) 1st year Omri Ayalon for funding for piano tuning of piano in lounge at Hanover 
campus 
-Omri is here on behalf of Dermatones and others who use the piano 
-requests money to tune the piano, he says it usually costs about $80 
-Rulon brings up whether there is $ set aside every year to retune the piano; Ted and 
Brett says there isn’t 
-Rulon and Ted discuss adding line item of annual money ($80) for piano tuning, adding 
that this money could be alternated between the two pianos so that each is tuned every 
other year 
-Rulon puts motion on table and Jamie seconds 
-discussion of whether it’s necessary to tune piano every year, thoughts are generally yes 
(perhaps not for Zimmerman piano, which is used less often) 



-approved unanimously 
-Omri advertises Dermatones concert next Friday in Kellogg 
 
iv) Jamie on state of travel money and the wait list 
-there are a few people on the wait list whose requests (described below) have not been 
funded; Jamie would like to discuss funding them though the travel funds have been 
expired 
-Jamie didn’t use travel money ($200) she had requested for herself, as she was ill 
-Raj is #1 on waiting list, but Jamie hasn’t heard back from him whether his request still 
stands 
-Narath was #2 and will get $100 (to be split between 2 students) 
-Scott Grant was #3 and requested $400, will get $100 from Jamie’s allocation and is 
here requesting $300 
-Scott Grant presents his request for $400 total for travel to New England Plastic Surgery 
Conference in June; he will orally present an abstract 
-this money isn’t officially out of travel funds and doesn’t officially have to follow 
bylaws, but Jamie would like it to do so such that others who applied earlier aren’t 
penalized by the contingencies of receiving travel funds 
-Allan Tong and Pedro Teixera are next on waiting list and Jamie would like to allocate 
$182.28 for Pedro and $135.48 for Allan  
-must vote for this since not coming out of travel funds 
-Kathy says we have $4700 left in discretionary account  
-she also tells us student enrichment fund also has a category that goes through Ann Cody 
(sp?); this is $2000 that’s never used up 
-Raj arrives and says he went to his conference and still wants to take up his request of 
$400 
-Raj will get Jamie’s $200 from travel funds and needs $200 more 
-so new amount to vote on is $1017 
-Dana asks Jamie and Brett what our criteria is for judging allocations 
-Jamie says we don’t judge worth of trip b/c it’s hard to judge 
-goal is usually to not have the money leftover 
-Brett says we haven’t usually gone over budget, last year we went a little over 
-other places to get travel money from are Social Fund and discretionary fund 
-Katie Ratzen brings up whether 1st years will know about travel funds next year and SG 
informs her the rules were changed for next year and funds will now be partially divided 
up by class 
-Katie still would like 1st years informed of travel funds existence; Jamie says they will 
be notified 
-Rulon voices his approval for funding student travel to conferences but says the balance 
is always with funding other changes to DMS campus on the whole 
-Ben S. says it’s unlikely we’ll run out of funds by next month, but Andy points out we 
haven’t actually paid out the furniture bill yet 
-Kathy says there’s still $2500 allocated from couch fund from last year and couch is 
about $4800  
-Student Fund that’s unused goes into Student Reserve (that’s usually used for big ticket 
items like murals) but Student Enrichment fund goes away 



-Rulon moves to give funding necessary up to $1000 for travel and also moves to table 
motion until end of meeting 
-Abby 2nd and unanimously approved 
 
End of Year event for 4th years (Doug Latham) 
-every year 4th year class has an event on class day (June 7th this year); this year will rent 
out Storr’s Pond area and have bbq 
-expecting 115 people and will have $731 to spend from class fund 
-$2/person off top is for rental, leaving $4/person for food 
-would like $350 more for bbq food 
-Doug says this would be nice to use Social Fund money, but this is a 4th years only 
event; at the same time, there may not be many other events requesting use of Social 
Funds 
-so Doug wouldn’t mind approval of Social Fund money for this event 
-Doug points out this might be a point for increasing student activity fee (comparison to 
Tuck’s events with the dues they pay) 
-Rulon asks whether SG has funded this class activity in the past 
-Brett says $500 is now a line item for match day party, but no additional money has been 
given for this in past 
-3 years ago, Ted points out SG gave money for yearbooks 
-Ted says 4th years deserve recognition 
-Raj says the 4th years can have his travel money 
-Rulon motions to use $350 from Social Fund (not from Raj) for picnic 
-Kristin says our social fund is from DMS and CECS, and this isn’t open to DMS1-3 or 
CECS 
-Kathy points out could spread out the remaining money from Social Fund among the 
classes and make this the 4th year’s use of their chunk 
-Kristin brings up having another year end event for everyone and is thinking of money 
for this 
-motion to give $350 from Social Fund is seconded 
-motion approved with 2 against, 1 abstain, 17 favor; motion passes  
 
Katie Noyes for MSFC 
-Medical Students for Choice has an annual appreciation dinner for MSFC students to 
show support for abortion providers in area  
-this year’s event is May 4; expecting 40 people, UVM law students will bring dessert 
-have enough money left from $100 given to student interest groups to buy lasagna 
-requesting $50 for additional dinner money, drinks, and salad 
-Katie says she was under the impression the event was advertised to all classes (DMS2 
Sarah McNeil was doing advertising) 
-Brett doesn’t think the notification was given to all classes  
-last year was funded by student bringing food 
-Jamie asks whether same could be done this year, so that it doesn’t look like SG is 
supporting one interest group over another by giving one more money 
-Ted says that with the extra $ we have, he wouldn’t have a problem with this as long as 
it’s advertised to the other classes 



-Brett says in the past the event hasn’t been advertised to everyone and has been only for 
those who’ve participated in the group in the past year to protect the security of the 
providers 
-Brett doesn’t anticipate it being a security concern if it is open to everyone; Dana feels 
it’s reasonable to keep it closed to ensure security 
-Jamie feels $50 is reasonable but thinks group should reconsider how event is advertised 
-Dana says this is how all groups work though (only notification to interest group 
listserve after interest is gauged early in the year) 
-Lisa agrees with idea of protecting security and says initial $100 group is given to group 
to do as they please with 
-Lisa motions that $50 is given with contingency and Brett seconds 
-Dana amends to give without contingency and is seconded 
-discussion follows: Narath and Elizabeth point out that this subject nature is unique and 
security concern is unique; Elizabeth says it’s reasonable for providers to expect that 
dinner is with people in MSFC 
-Lisa points out that this should be thought seriously about b/c a precedent is being set 
-Jamie says it’s a bit of an unneccessary hardship this close to date to plan for extra 
people attending the dinner due to open advertisement 
-vote on amendment to give $50 without contingency: 9 favor, 10 oppose, 1 abstain; 
amendment fails 
-now vote on giving money only if advertised to all: 14 favor, 5 oppose, 1 abstain 
(passes) 
-MSFC can have $50 if openly advertise event to all of DMS and CECS 
 
Kristin on Social Funds with respect to an end of year event: 
-speed-dating event with UVM has lots of interest from DMS, though UVM is busy and 
Vermont Law is also busy; Kristin still received interest for end of year event 
-Rulon says could break up remaining Social Fund for each class to have own event if 
timing is difficult to coordinate b/w all the classes 
-Brett points out that CECS rarely requests any of this money 
-Brett motions to give $350 from Social Fund to CECS for end of year bbq and use 
remainder for end of year event per Kristin 
-motion seconded 
-passes unanimously 
 
Brett on Zimmerman Gym 
-we now have $4700 remaining (without travel allocation); money will disappear if not 
spent 
-have discussed conversion of locker rooms (with largely unused lockers) in Zimmerman 
Lounge (secure only to med students) into a Gym  
-DMS SG does own 1 machine in med students/resident lounge that would be moved to 
med student only gym if created 
-Brett discusses pros and cons of converting to gym and distributes prices of used old 
equipment from DC gym (range from $200-400) 
-proposed would generally be more private and for med students only and always open, is 
a nice space that was purchased by DMS and is underutilized 



-Doug says we should buy machines 1st and then worry about arranging the area; 
volunteers to help with some renovation work needed to rearrange the area 
-Dana points out that plan involves removing 2 rows of lockers and the gym might create 
need for more lockers; also asks about utilization of computer room but general feeling is 
it is used esp during ICE 
-discussion of gym vs computer room; talk of switching rooms and putting computers 
into the smaller area 
-Kathy points out transporting machines will cost money and says Dean Hennessey says 
machines could be stored even in sofa area if needed; also points out Dean Hennessey 
will support this  
-Ted asks about on-going maintenance of gym; feeling is generally that it can be 
maintained by maintenance staff 
-Dana brings up possibility of alumni or benefactor funding; Brett says has heard nothing 
in the works but that could be a good idea for future 
-Garrett emailed to Brett: couch item is more on schedule with in-progress rennovations 
though and would be good to keep that going 
-Kathy says don’t need to take anything out of $4700 remaining unless want to buy 
another couch this year 
-general feeling is gym is more important 
-talk of amount to allocate 
-Dana motions $3700 for Zimmerman gym proposal for equipment 
-motion seconded and unanimously approved  
 
Travel Fund motion untabled by Brett 
-(motion was to allocate up to $1000 to cover those on travel fund waiting list; will be 
$17 short for last person on list) 
-Brett voices support of travel and representing DMS but cautions that travel is very 
expensive so keep in mind the balance of funding travel versus improving the campus 
-Lisa motions amendment that this money should follow travel bylaws though not out of 
travel funds 
-motion seconded 
-unanimously approval of amendment that this money be held to travel funds bylaws 
-vote on motion to give $1000 for travel with amendment: 3 opposed and rest in favor so 
passes 
-(as per Jamie’s notes) Jamie’s $200 from travel fund will go to Raj.  From the $1000 just 
voted on, Raj will get another $200; $100 to Narath; $400 to Scott Grant; $182.28 to 
Pedro; $117.72 to Allen 
 
President, VP, Honor Chair election overview 
-Brett will run election, Lisa volunteers to help to count votes 
-emailed sent tomorrow with info about process (recap follows) 
-nominations start May 5, then reminder; Thursday May 11 at 11:59 is nomination 
deadline; ballot send Fri May 12 and votes counted May 19 
-honor chair office is voted after this 
 



Thanks and Goodbye to Brett for her great work this year! (presented her with diploma 
frame) 
-she will write summary of year and post on website soon 
 
Next meeting (new officers presiding) 
Monday, June 5, 2006 Fuller Board Room DHMC 
Meeting closed 7:05pm 
Minutes taken by Abigail Rao 


