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Mark Your Calendars 
NHSCR and Catholic Medical Center will 
host a CRANE meeting on September 17, 
2004 at CMC in Manchester, NH. Registra-
tion materials will be sent to all NH regis-
trars by CRANE in the near future. 

Melanoma Audit 
 
Earlier this year NHSCR collaborated on a project evaluating case completeness and data 
quality in states receiving funds from the Centers for Disease Control & Prevention 
(CDCP) under the National Program of Cancer Registries (NPCR) cooperative agree-
ments. In conjunction with Macro International, we conducted “An Assessment of Com-
pleteness of Reporting Melanoma” for cases diagnosed in New Hampshire during 2000. 
NHSCR was eager to participate in this review to assess the impact of under-reporting of 
melanoma cases in the state. 
 
Macro’s certified tumor registrar performed audits for casefinding or reabstraction at 
about a dozen randomly-selected facilities. He also evaluated case submissions from re-
porting dermatologists. We are tremendously grateful to the hospitals and registrars who, 
on very short notice, allowed the CDC auditor to visit their facilities. NHSCR and Macro 
International will report on the audit findings at the 9/17/04 CRANE meeting at CMC. 
   

Congratulations!!! 
In May, Maria Celaya received her Masters 
of Public Health from the University of 
New Hampshire. This has been a long, ar-
duous process and we are very proud of 
her! 

All Non-Analytic Cases are Reportable!!! 
Although CoC does not require the collection of non-analytic cases (class of case 3), 
these cases ARE reportable to the NHSCR. Please report your non-analytic cases! 
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ness. Sales figures or earnings will 
show how your business is growing. 
Some newsletters include a column that 
is updated every issue, for instance, an 
advice column, a book review, a letter 
from the president, or an editorial. You 
can also profile new employees or top 
customers or vendors. 

This story can fit 100-150 words. 
The subject matter that appears in news-
letters is virtually endless. You can 
include stories that focus on current 
technologies or innovations in your 
field. 
You may also want to note business or 
economic trends, or make predictions 
for your customers or clients. 
If the newsletter is distributed inter-
nally, you might comment upon new 
procedures or improvements to the busi-

This story can fit 150-200 words. 
One benefit of using your newsletter as 
a promotional tool is that you can reuse 
content from other marketing materials, 
such as press releases, market studies, 
and reports. 
While your main goal of distributing a 
newsletter might be to sell your product 
or service, the key to a successful news-
letter is making it useful to your readers. 
A great way to add useful content to 
your newsletter is to develop and write 
your own articles, or include a calendar 
of upcoming events or a special offer 
that promotes a new product. 
You can also research articles or find 
“filler” articles by accessing the World 
Wide Web. You can write about a vari-
ety of topics but try to keep your articles 
short. 
Much of the content you put in your 

newsletter can also be used for your 
Web site. Microsoft Publisher offers a 
simple way to convert your newsletter 
to a Web publication. So, when you’re 
finished writing your newsletter, con-
vert it to a Web site and post it. 
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Caption describing picture or graphic. 

Caption describing picture or 
graphic. 

“To catch the reader's a ttent ion, p lace an interes ting sentence or quote from the s tory here.” 

Physician Names 
 
 Current New Hampshire regulations require the reporting of NAACCR Item #2460, Physician-
Managing, for both rapid and definitive cases.  In addition, for definitive cases hospitals are 
required to report NAACCR Item #2470, Physician Follow-Up, and NAACCR Item #2480, 
Physician Primary Surgeon.  In the standards books, these NAACCR Items are described as eight 
character fields designed to hold medical license numbers or facility generated codes. 
 
 For example, a hospital registrar could assign for Dr. Smith the number ‘00000001’ and for Dr. 
Jones ‘00000002’.  In the registry software, the hospital registrar creates a table of numbers and 
corresponding physician names.  We know that some hospital registrars have created very 
elaborate tables in their MRS or Précis software. 
 
 Historically, NHSCR has not supplied to hospital registrars a state-wide list of physicians.  Given 
the comings and goings of physicians, any list NHSCR issued would be rapidly out of date. 
 
 Also historically, NHSCR has asked reporting hospitals to supply a written physician name on the 
NAACCR record (last name, first name, and middle initial) as a substitute for the number put in 
the field for managing physician.  We cannot use hospital numbers or alphanumeric codes that are 
unique to each reporting facility.  Under NAACCR Standards 10.2, MRS and Précis write the 
managing physician name in columns 1447-1471 for last name, 1472-1485 for first name, and 
1486 for middle initial on the NAACCR record sent to us. 
 
 Both MRS and Précis expect reporting hospitals to enter the managing physician number and then 
when an export file is created, the software automatically fills in physician names in columns 
1447-1486. 
 
 Recently, the users of our data asked us to more consistently provide to them with physician 
name for both rapids (i.e. suspense) and definitive cases.  When we receive a rapid or definitive 
report where the physician name is blank or marked “NOT AVAILABLE,” we have to call the 
hospital registrar and ask for the name. In the last few months, the number of requests has been 
substantial. Your help in supplying physician names would be most appreciated.    
 
For us to receive accurate physician names, both MRS and Précis require that hospitals enter and 
maintain a physician name table.  We are asking that all hospitals make an effort to enter the 
managing physician number that corresponds to entry in the physician name table.  Please contact 
your software vendor for additional help. 
 
 Thank you. 
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Your Data at Work 
 
Data from NHSCR was published in several places this spring: 
 
 CDC’s United States Cancer Statistics 2000 Incidence. This is in the public domain and                     
 may be reproduced and copied without permission. The report is available at: 
 www.cdc.gov/cancer/npcr/uscs/2000/index.htm 
 
NAACCR’s annual Cancer in North America: 1997-2001. Three volumes. 
 Available on the Web at: www.naaccr.org 
 
Bruce Riddle’s article, “A Review of Death Clearance in Central Cancer Registries and a 
Proposal for a New Regime”, was published in the Summer 2004 issue of The Journal of 
Registry Management. 
 
Posters presented at the annual NAACCR meeting in June were “Rapid Case Reporting in 
New Hampshire” (Maria Celaya, co-authors Bruce Riddle and Judith Rees) and 
“Questions about Sensitivity and Specificity of NAACCR Hispanic Identification Algo-
rithm in a State with a Small Non-White Population” (Bruce Riddle, co-author Judith 
Rees). Dr. Riddle also gave an oral presentation “Patterns of Morphology Reporting.” 

Currently Published Manual Set 
 
FORDS, Facility Oncology Registry Data Standards, Revised for 2004 
  (cases diagnosed 2003 forward) 
  Errata for the manual can be found at: www.facs.org/cancer/coc/fordsmanual.html#errata 
 
Collaborative Staging Manual and Coding Instructions, Version 1.0. 
   www.cancerstaging.org/collab.html 
 
International Classification of Diseases for Oncology (ICD-0) Third Edition 2000 
  (cases diagnosed 2001 forward) 
   Errata and additional aids can be found at: www.seer.cancer.gov/icd-0-3 
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Important Dates  
 
CTR Exam 
Fall Exam Application Deadline: July 31, 2004 
Fall Exam Date: September  11 through 25 
www.ncra-usa.org/certification/exam.htm 
 
CRANE Annual Meeting 
November 8 & 9, 2004 
Plymouth, MA 
 
Principles of Oncology for Cancer Registry  
Professionals 
December 6-10, 2004 
Potomac, Maryland 
SEER Program of the Nat’l Cancer Institute 
http://seer.cancer.gov/training/oncology 
 
 
Principles & Practice of Cancer Registration, 
Surveillance & Control 
Check website for exact dates 
www.fullmerinstitute.org 
 
 
NCRA 2005 Annual Conference 
April 10-13, 2005 
New Orleans, LA 
www.ncra-usa.org 
 
NAACCR Annual Meeting 
June 7-9, 2005 
Boston, MA 

UPDATE: New England Bladder Study 
 

 Your help has been crucial to the success of this study and now the end is in sight! Be-
cause accrual exceeds projections, NCI needs cases diagnosed 1/01/02 through 10/31/04 
only.  Collection is accelerated also: rapid reports for these cases are needed ASAP after 
diagnosis, definitive reports no later than 3/31/05.  Letters have been sent to all registrars.   

NHSCR on the Web 
 
We are updating the NHSCR website. 
Please visit at: 
http://cancer, dart-
mouth.edu/nhcr/index.shtml 
 
The state website for New Hampshire 
cancer data is: 
http://www.dhhs.nh.gov/DHHS/BHS
DM/cancer-data.htm 
  



 
 
     Christina Robinson, Registrar 
     602-653-1034 
     Email: christina.e.robinson@dartmouth.edu 
 
     Marcia Berry, RHIA, CTR, Registrar 
     603-653-1037 
     Email: marcia.d.berry@dartmouth.edu 

603-653-1032 

800-448-5666 

NHSCR 
P.O. Box 186 

Hanover, NH 03755 

NHSCR Staff 
 
Judith Rees, M.B.,P.Ch.,PhD, Director 
603-653-3683 
Email: judith.rees@dartmouth.edu 
 
Bruce L. Riddle, PhD, Manager 
Computer Operations & Data Analysis 
603-653-1036 
Email: bruce.riddle@dartmouth.edu 
 
Maria Celaya, MPH, RHIT, CTR, Sr. Registrar 
603-653-1031 
Email: maria.o.celaya@dartmouth.edu 
 

State Liaison 
 
Andrew Chalsma 
Achalsma@dhhs.state.nh.us 
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