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The news in this issue includes
word that more medical care is
not better (page 3), that the
top paper in Science came from
a DMS lab (page 6), and that
women do just as well as men
after angioplasty (page 10).
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C O V E R

Blood is all over movie screens
these days (for a story on that
subject, see page 8), but it’s
sometimes in short supply in
operating theaters. See page 26
for the inside story on blood
transfusions. The cover photo,
of an archetypal bag of donated
blood, is by Steve Allen.
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Blood Pressure
By Laura Stephenson Carter 26

Ensuring a sufficient and safe
supply of donated blood is a
growing challenge for medi-
cine. A member of the
Dartmouth faculty is a na-
tional leader in the field.

One March Morning
By Timothy Rooney, M.D. 34

The old Vermonter’s stoicism
made a strong impression on
the medical student who was
helping to care for him. Would
modern medicine be able to
repair his twisted, diseased
intestine? Or would healing be
dependent on the will of the
gnarled old farmer?

Exhuming Bonaparte                 
By Robert E. 
Gosselin, Ph.D., M.D. 38

Napoleon Bonaparte died in
1821, but the cause of his
demise is still being debated.
Experts continue to dig up—
figuratively and even literally—
facts about his final illness. A
retired Dartmouth toxicologist
who has long been fascinated
with the French leader paints a
picture of the puzzling case as if
it were a modern clinico-
pathologic conference. 

Life’s Final Passage
By Richard A. Parker, M.D. 48

A DMS alumnus shares his
thoughts about the end of life
—reflections that are pertinent
for health-care providers who
want to ease their patients’
final passage, as well as for
individuals who want to be
prepared for their own or a
loved one’s last journey.
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Dartmouth Medicine seeks to con-
vey the breadth and depth of the
education, research, and patient-care
activities of DMS and DHMC; to
serve as a publication of historical
record; to stimulate thought and
discussion on issues in medicine and
medical education; and to reflect the
range of opinions and activities
among Dartmouth medical students,
faculty, and alumni. Among abbrevi-
ations used regularly in these pages
are DMS (Dartmouth Medical
School), DHMC (Dartmouth-Hitch-
cock Medical Center), MHMH
(Mary Hitchcock Memorial Hos-
pital), DC (Dartmouth College),
and HS (housestaff). The opinions
of contributors do not necessarily
reflect those of DMS or DHMC. 

Dartmouth Medicine is published
four times a year—the Fall issue 
in late September, Winter in late 
December, Spring in late March, 
and Summer in late June. 

We are happy to send Dartmouth
Medicine—on a complimentary ba-
sis—to anyone who is interested in
the subjects that are covered in the
magazine. Write us if you’d like to be
added to our rolls. Please note, how-
ever, that the complimentary sub-
scription offer can be extended only
to addresses within North America.

Because our mailing list comes from
seven separate databases, some read-
ers may receive duplicate copies.
Please share extra copies with some-
one else, or send us the address panels
from all copies you receive, and we’ll 
be glad to eliminate the duplication.

The contents of this magazine may
not be reproduced without permis-
sion, but we are usually able—and
happy—to extend such permission.
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